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Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony today. Rhode Island KIDS COUNT strongly supports 
House Bill 7789 and would like to thank Representative Handy for sponsoring 
this important bill and Representatives Diaz, Slater, Kazarian, Barros, Alzate, 
Felix, Potter, Williams and Ajello for co-sponsoring. This bill would extend the 
lifetime limit for the RI Works benefit from 48 months to 60 months, increase the 
RI Works benefit to 50% of the federal poverty level ($959 per month for a family 
of three) and includes an annual cost-of-living adjustment, and would amend the 
work requirements for cash assistance to allow a parent to attend the Community 
College of RI for two years. 

 
The Rhode Island Works Program 
The goal of RI Works is to help very low-income families meet their basic needs 
by providing cash assistance and work supports, including employment services, 
food assistance, health insurance, and subsidized child care. In December 2020, 
there were 4,121 children under age 18 enrolled in RI Works. Three-quarters 
(75%) of RI Works beneficiaries were children. House Bill 7789 would 
strengthen the current program by providing targeted policies that improve the 
economic security of families while they are enrolled in RI Works and help to 
improve the longer-term economic security of families as they gradually phase out 
of the program. 
 
Provision to extend the lifetime benefit limit 
The RI Works program is supported by the federal Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) block grant funds. This federal law allows states to 
provide 60 months of TANF-funded benefits to very low-income children and 
families, however, the lifetime benefit limit for RI Works is 48 months. Rhode 
Island is one of only 11 states that have a limit that is less than 60 months. 
Extending the lifetime benefit limit to match the programs in 39 other states will 
reduce the stress and hardships on families and ease administrative processes of 
the Rhode Island Department of Human Services. 
 
Increase of the monthly benefit 
The maximum monthly RI Works benefit for a family of three is currently 40% of 
the federal poverty level. Increasing the monthly benefit to 50% of the federal 
poverty level (from $721 to $959 for a family of three) would help very low-income 
families meet their basic needs. The annual cost-of-living adjustment will prevent 
the loss of the value of the RI Works monthly benefit over time so families can 
continue to purchase items critical to the care of children like diapers and clothing.   

 
Provision of an additional 12 months of vocational training 
RI Works cash assistance recipients must participate in an employment plan 
unless they meet specific criteria for an exemption. Parents should be informed 
about opportunities to seek additional education or training to improve their 
employability prospects. 



 
As of December 2020, 29% of families were participating in education or training programs. House 
Bill 7789 would allow a participant who completes his/her first year at CCRI to qualify for an 
additional 12 months of vocational training. Between 2019 and 2029, jobs requiring a postsecondary 
degree or certificate are projected to grow faster than jobs requiring less education. Allowing RI 
Works recipients to complete a second year of vocational training will help more RI Works recipients 
obtain the education they need to get and keep a job that will provide a family sustaining wage.   
 
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT is part of the Raising RI Coalition, a group of community, healthcare, 
social service and advocacy organizations that serve low-income families and are working to ensure 
that families can meet their basic needs. Rhode Island KIDS COUNT also strongly supports the 
improvements included in Section 1 of Budget Article 13 in the Governor’s proposed budget 
for FY 23. This proposal includes a provision to increase the earnings disregard from $170 to $300, 
allowing very low-income families to keep more of their income and helping parents maintain family 
stability while they are moving into the workforce, and a provision to increase the asset limit from 
$1,000 to $5,000 so families can have savings and build a financial safely net.  

 
We appreciate this Committee’s attention to this important program that provides a valuable safety 
net to our state’s most vulnerable children and families. Improvements made last year made a real 
difference to these families. We encourage you to continue this progress and pass House Bill 
7789.These changes have been long needed and are so important for improving the long-
term economic security of families. We encourage you to support this bill which will help improve 
the economic situation and employability of some of our most vulnerable children and families. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify today. 
 


